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INTRODUCTION

Designs for pageantry, celebration and pleasure form the inspiration for Ed Kluz’s next  exhibition, 
Facades. From the Arches of  Triumph constructed for the Coronation of  James I in 1604, to the Ranelagh 
Rotunda and Inigo Jones’s unexecuted plans for a new Whitehall Palace, each occupies a significant place 
in London’s cultural history despite being either short-lived or existing only as engravings and drawings. 
Elaborate architectural schemes giving an effect of  magnificence and opulence were often no more than 
fragile, temporary facades. In recreating these lost splendours, Ed Kluz’s paintings set out to capture the 
sense of  celebration for which they were designed, pleasures as fleeting and impermanent as their architecture.

Ed Kluz is an artist, illustrator and printmaker. His work explores contemporary perceptions of  the past 
through the reimagining of  historic landscapes, buildings and objects. The ideas of  early Romanticism, 
the Picturesque movement and antiquarian representations of  topography and architecture underpin 
his approach to image making. He has a particular interest in the eccentric, uncanny and overlooked – 
follies, lost country houses and ruins provide a constant source of  inspiration, becoming the haunting 
subject matter of  his distinctive collages. Kluz studies old engravings, plans and descriptions in order to 
build a full mental picture, comparing the act of  creating a collage to that of  model-making, with each 
architectural element meticulously cut from paper and pasted, layer upon layer, on a background of  inks. 
His recreations conjure up the vanished buildings in all their pomp, existing not in the re-created
landscape, but rather illuminated by theatrical lighting. As a designer and illustrator Ed has recieved 
commissions from the V&A, Faber, Folio Society, John Murray publishers, Little Toller Books and St 
Jude’s fabrics.  In 2017 Merrell published The Lost House Revisted with texts by Olivia Horsfall Turner 
and Tim Knox in which Kluz recreated the lost palace of  Holdenby House, the magnificent mansion of  
Hamstead Marshall, Vanbrugh’s Eastbury Park, and the grandiosely Gothic Fonthill Abbey. 

Ed was born in 1980 and grew up in Swaledale, North Yorkshire. He studied fine art at the Winchester 
School of  Art between 1999 – 2002. He lives in Yorkshire. 





























11. Pagoda & Chinese Bridge, St James' Park
paper collage and oil on board, 25 x19 ins,  66 x 50 cm
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